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I was born in a backwoods
hospital on a day between
Thursday and Friday
a nothing time
that I caught in my teeth
held to the hard parts
of being female
against a tide of violence
and a rising smell of guns
in the air until I wiped
it clean with the dust
of desert sand
and made fireworks
from bed sheets to hang
banner high on signal hills
while my mother curled
her body into the question
of my existence
Joanna M. Weston has a middle-
reader, Frame and The McGuire, 
published by Tradewind Books. 
Inanna Publications published her 
poetry collection, A Bedroom of 
Searchlights.
INANNA PUBLICATIONS
celebrating 38 years of 
feminist publishing
Committed to conserving a space for diverse feminist 
voices and to publishing book, particularly by fresh, new 
Canadian voices, that are intellectually rigorous, speak to 
women’s hearts, and tell truths about the lives of a broad 
diversity of women.
because #FemLitCan change the world
www.inanna.ca
Smart books for people who want to read and 
think about real women’s lives.
